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Prey Sangha Village : With a
threshingmachine, HulKhlemand
his wife, including some other
villagers, can thresh rice faster
than before. The threshing ma-
chine was provided by ECOSORN.

The other tools are big fan,
tents and sack sawing machine
including rice seeds. Providing the
package of tools has been done
through the Rice Seed Production
Group established by the pilot
farmers in the local communities.

The Rice Seed Production
Group is so important to improve
its members’ living condition,
according to Hul Khlem, a 54-
year-old farmer living Prey Sangha
village of Bttambnang province’s
Bovel district. “This Rice Seed
Production Group has created
under the technical advice of
ECOSORN'’s contractor. The group
members have been selected to
be the pilot farmers in order to
produce rice seeds in our village,”
Khlem said.

With the a bit smiling face,
Khlem added that the price of
rice seed higher than the price
of normal rice but not everyone

can plant the rice seeds because
the seeds need new technique
for high quality of yields and the
group members have learnt the
technical knowledge from the
project.

Prey Sangha has 20 families
who are the members of the Rice
Seed Production Group and 30
percent of their total rice fields
have been grown the rice seeds.

Khlem affirmed that this year
he has saved some money from
the rice seed yields and bought
a motorbike for his children
for riding to school and for the
family’s use and that he has noted
other members of the group
now also have their better living
conditions than before.

Kim Kim Leang, ECOSORN
Project Coordinator based in
Battambang, said “ECOSORN's
technical team members and |
very often come to the target
areas, especially at the seasons
of growing rice plants and
collecting the rice vyields to
make sure if the pilot farmers
implemented in accordance with
the new technique and to identify
their challenges in order to find
solutions,” she said.

She expressed her satisfying
that the pilot farmers now in the
target areas have their better
living condition than before and
other farmers who are not the
direct beneficiaries also starting
to repeat the good model of new
technology such as SRI- animal
raising-vegetable planting through
advice of village master farmers.

The three-year project of
ECOSORN in 2008-2010 has

continued on page 2
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established two rice seed
production groups with 35
families in its target areas of Bat-
tambang province, two groups
with 34 families in Banteay
Meanchey, and two other groups
with 40 families in Siem Reap
province.

According to the plan,
Battambang must produce 85
tones of rice seeds on the total
of 21 hectares of rice fields, 13
tones on 7.5 hectares in Banteay
Meanchey, and 33 tones on 16
hectares in Siem Reap. Based
on the 7th Progress Report of
ECOSORN, up to 4.300 hectares
of rice fields have been grown
the rice seeds in 2010 and spent
between 30 kg and 35 kg of the
seed per hectare.

According to Hul Khlem, the
rice seed yields from 60 percent
to 70 percent has been sold in
the village with the price of 1,800
riels per kilogram and the rest
has been sold at the market with
the whole sale of 1,500 riels per
kilogram and 2,000 riles for
retailing. The types of rice seeds
are  Phkar Rumdoul, Phkar
Rumchang, Senpidor, IR66, Raing
Chey, and Sen Kra-Oup and the
price of Phkar Rumdoul and Sen
Kra-Oup is more expressive.

To keep the sustainability of
the Rice Seed Production Groups
after the end of ECOSORN, the
members of the groups have
plan to take money from their
members and the money is kept
for repairing their collective rice
threshing machine.

“ECOSORN project has taught
us how to walk so that we have to
walk because we know that the
walk provides benefits to us as
the farmers. That is why we must
continue and sustain our group
though the project is ended by
the end of 20101, Hul Khlem
said.

“Seeing the benefits, some
other farmers in my village have
also decided to grow rice seeds
andlampleasedtosharethemthe
experience and knowledge |
gained from ECOSORN. If the
farmers in my village have good
living condition, the communities
are prosperous and the nation is
also progressing and happy,” Hul

Khlem said.
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Ta Thok village : Living in a
village, a former battlefield
between the government troops
and the Khmer Rouge guerrillas,
46-year-old Chea Pho said she
and other villagers now feel safe
after their farming land has been
de-mined.

Nearly everywhere in her
village of Ta Thok located along
a mountain foot is marked by
landmine signs. A few years ago,
a female villager who walked
onto Chea Pho's farming field
was killed by a mine. Then, Chea
Pho and her family members nev-
erdared towalkonto theirfarming
fields either until a group of dem-
iners from the Cambodian Mine
Action Center (CMAC) came to
clear all type of mines and
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) left
by the war.

“lam now so enjoying that my
landisfreefromminesand nobody
tobekilledandwoundedanymore
by mines on my land and other
villagers'fields,” said Chea Pho, the
mother of three.

“Before,Icouldplannothingon
myfieldsbecausetherewerealotof
mines but now CMAC cleared
them all so that | can grow banana
and maize to gain m ore income,’
she added.

Most of the villagers in this
village rely on their farming but
some parts of their land plots were
covered by mines and UXO since
thecountry’slong-decadecivilwar.
With no any agricultural field, the
villagers lived in hard condition
and some of them, mostly the
heads of the families, migrated
from one place to another to find
jobs to feed their families.

“I am happy that my villagers
have their land back without
mines,” said Khem Daly, deputy
chief of Ta Thok village. With the
demined land, she said, her
villagers can grow their veg-
etables, and other agricultural
plants to make extra money and
they have no more fear to get
killed and wounded due to
mines and UXO in the village.

According to her, among 646
villagers, six people, including a
boy, and several cattle were
wounded by landmines but since
CMAC team has started their
work in the village two years ago,
there is no longer casualty.

CBMRRN has raised aware-
ness, she said, on the danger of
all types of mines and UXO
among the villagers, especially
the children who look after their
cattle in the fields. “We have
educated and explained to the
villagers, school students and
new comers on mine danger.
We showed them the mine signs
so that they know clearly where
they can and cannot go in the
village.” she added.

According to ECOSORN re-
port, 525 villagers and local
authorities (161 persons in Bat-
tambang, 216 persons in Siem
Reap, and 148 others in Banteay
Meanchey) were selected to join
Mine/UXO Committee (MUCQ)
and they received training on
Mine Risk Reduction Systems.
It says the networks of MUC/
CBMRRN have focused on the
mine/UXO information gathering
in ECOSORN target communes.

In 261 hectares of land in Ta
Thok village is one of the target
areas to be demined under
ECOSORN, a three-year joint
development project of the
Royal Government of Cambodia
and the European Commission.
As a contractor of ECOSORN,
CAMAC has to urgently clear
mines in the land situated in the
ECOSORN target areas which
are known to be mine/UXO
contaminated. All of mines and
UXO were made in China, Viet-
nam, the former Soviet Union,
and the US contaminated.

Rous Sideth, ECOSORN offi-
cialsbased in Battamabng, said
all members of the networks play
the key roles to ensure that all
information on mines amd UXO
has to be collected and passed

continued on page 4
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information from one to another.
He said mine risk education
through CBMRRN is the core
subject among the villagers while
video and leaflets were showed
and distributed with a mass media
campaign.

According to Horm Khann,
CMAC key expert based in
Battambang, 40 minefields in 30
villages of two districts, Koas
Kralor and Sampou Loun, in
Battambang province are under
ECOSORN project. Based on the
project plan, the total of 445.39
hectares of minefields in
ECOSORN target areas of three
province of Battambang, Banteay
Meanchey and Siem Reap were
selected through Provincial Mine
Action Committees to be demined.

According to CMAC report
posted on its website, the most
damaging war of all was the war
between 1970 and 1975 when
539,129 tons of air-to-ground
bombs dropped on
Cambodia. It is estimated there
are thousands of uneploded
bombs still lying hidden under-
ground. Starting in 1985, millions
of mines were laid in a 600-
kilometer barrier along the Thai
border, it added.
through tireless
efforts by the Royal Government
with generous support and
contributions from donor coun-
tries,CMAC has been able to free
hazardous areas of mines and
UXO in hundreds of square
kilometres since 1993. According
to its report, CMAC has found and
destroyed over 181,659 anti-
personnel mines; 3,514 antitank
mines and 750,887 items of UXO,
and cleared over 273,732,034
fragments.

43-year former soldier Hach
Sareth, Chea Pho's neighbour
who lost one leg due to stepping
on a land mine in 1985 said he
believes that his four children
and other villagers will not get
hurt from mines. “I am so happy
that ECOSORN through CMAC
has cleared mines in my village.
So both human and cattle will
not be killed and wounded
by mines and we enjoy our
development in our community,”

he said with smiling.

were

However,
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Moang Village : Through one of

ECOSORN contractors, a young
woman could join a training
courseon beauty making in her
commune of Moang Russei of
Battambang province. After six-
month course, Mao Chakrya, 20, has
been able to run a small beauty par-
lor with support from her parents.

Twoyearsago, Chakrya stayed
athome and did not know what to
makeabusinessafterfinishinghigh
school.Onedayshewasreachedby
her village chief and asked if she
wanted to participate in the
training offered by ECOSORN.

“I cannot afford for a faculty
and | really did not know what to
do. Then, | felt quite happy when
thevillage chief asked me if |
could join the training. | really like
this business but | could not
afford for studying at a private
shop. So, | had no hesitation to
say yes | wanted,” the young lady
said with smiling.

Beauty making is one of
several different life skills provided
through vocational trainings by
ECOSORN, a joint project of the
Royal Government of Cambodia
and the European Commission.
The trainees selected to join the
trainings

were the potential

people identified by their chiefs

fiwanmniiv ShndihHAnmungm

of villages and communities.

According to the project plan,
some 1,670 people in ECOSORN's
target areas of three provinces of
Battambang, Banteay Meanchey,
and Siem Reap must be selected
as the pilot beneficiates.

Chhoeun Sopheap, ECOSORN's
Senior Enterprise Specialist, said
that based on the project up 50
percent of the trainees must be
women while some others are
disabled people. The project aims
that at least 70 percent of those
who finished the training would
be able to have their employment
and get income between US$25
and US$30, he said.

For Chakrya, she has now a
good business at her beauty
parlor with four young female
attendants who are her neigh-
bours. “I feel very happy that
| can get my business after the
training. | now also have a few
people to learn on the skill from
me and they help me with some
work when more clients come
at the same time to make their
beauty,” she said.

Chakrya both
women’s and men’ hairs, face

can dress
making up, and beautify nails and
all of theses she learn from the
training course.
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Balaing Meanchey Village :
For 33 years, a mother of three
children never used any toilet.
Her natural toilet was a space, a
few dozens meters behind the
house. Everyday, everyone in the
house went to that place when
they wanted to pass stool and
they pissed a few meters away
from the house.

Butafew monthsago, 33 year-
old Bo Phary has had a hygiene
toilet built in a few meters away
from her house. The toilet was
provided by ECOSORN, a joint
development project of the Royal
Government of Cambodia and
the European Commission.

“I never used such toilet for
more than 30yearsand I never saw
my parentsand great parents used
it as well before but | now use it.
It was really hard to use it at the
beginning but now it is easy.
| think using the toilet is much
more sanitary than the place
behind the house," she said with a
bit shy-looking face.

Not only Bo Phary’s family but
also more than 30 other familiesin
Balaing Meanchey village also got
the same toilet each. They are the
selected families among the
villagers to be the pilot farmers in
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the village.

According to Chief of Balaing
Meanchey village Chum Soun, 33
out of 103 families in the village
have recently received the toilet
from ECOSORN. “I think it is very
good to have the toilet for my
villagers, so that they have
sanitation and avoid diseases
such as skin disease and diarrhea,”
he said.

Providing toilets to farmers is
part of the project to helpimprove
health condition of the citizens
at the grassroots. ECOSORN has
provided 1.211 hygiene toilets to
the villagers in its target areas of
thethreeprovincesofBattambang,
Banteay Meanchey,and Siem Reap
and through its contractors,
ECOSORN also provided general
education on health
information on prevention of
diseases, and healthy lifestyle,
especially using hygiene toilet.

“I think other villagers also
want to have such hygiene toilet
because when they have hygiene
toilet they stop going to drop
in the forest. After | have had
the toilet, my brother living near-
by also decided to build a toilet
by his own for his family’s use,
said Bo Phary with laughing.

issue,
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Prey Sangha Village : Different
from most farmers in the village,
Cham Rith’s family has been
selected among others as the
pilot farmers by ECOSORN project
to gain benefit from a canal.

In 56 years of age, the father
of four said with fresh-looking
that “Without this canal, we are
really difficult,”

Rith who is also the head of
Water Use Groupin the village said
that because of the canal the pilot
farmersandothersinthevillagecan
get water for rice plantation twice
a year which is more improving
their living condition.

Providing canal is part of local
community development of
ECOSORN, a joint development
project of the Royal Government
of Cambodia and the European
Union. The canal is the small
irrigation rehabilitation schemes
to help the pilot farmers in the
ECOSORN's target areas in three
provinces of Battambang, Banteay
Meanchey, and Siem Reap.

Sok Socheata, ECOSORN's
Water Use Support Officer based
in Battambang, said that besides
the rehabilitation of the old canals
in the target villages, the project
also trained the villagers on some
technical works like using
appropriate water in the canals,
maintaining and repairing the
canals, and water use community
management in order to keep
sustai-nability of the canals in the
future.

She said it is most important
for the farmers to maintain the
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canals properly
after the project
finishes by the
end of 2010.

“The project
has trained the
farmers on ma-
nagement of
incomes paid
by members of
the Water Use
Groups to keep
for repairing the
canals and the
project has also helped open
their bank accountsto keep the
incomes,” she added.

“I'think that not only my family
but other members of the Warder
Use Group also have better living
conditions because they have
done the rice plantation twice
a year. So we think that the canal
provided by ECOSORN project
is the breath of our daily lives.
Because of this canal, we are also
able to plan other vegetables and
keep for our cattle in the dried
season,” he said with smiling.

He added that because of
seeingtheimportanceofcanal, the
members of the Warder Use Group
in his village have made their
commitmenttomaintain the canal
sustainability and that “we do not
want to project end and the canal
is damaged at the same time
because the canal maintenance is
supporting our daily lives”.

ECOSORNprojecthasprovided
three scheme of canals in
Battambang in two districts : 2
schemes in Bavel district with
8,880 km and 1 scheme in Maung
Russei district with 4.857 km
covering on the total land of 1,408
hectares, mentioned by Mr. Bun
neang Sonant, Rural Infrastructure
Engineer based in Battambang.
Nine irrigation schemes have
been constructed by the project
in the target areas in three
provinces of Battambang, Banteay
Meanchey, and Siem Reap.
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ANNUAL WORKSHOP TO OVERVIEW ACHIEVEMENTS AND NEW PLANNING IN BATTAMBANG
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Battambang city : To improve
its quality of work in 2010 for the
interests of the citizens who are
both the project beneficiaries and
in ECOSORN
target areas of Battambang
province, ECOSORN Battambang
office conducted a

non-beneficiaries

two-day
workshop. Speaking in his open
Chief of Battambang
Provencal Cabinet Por Prang said
that on behalf of the provincial
authority, he felt very proud
and much appreciated that all
ECOSORN teams have actively
worked and accomplished the
huge achievements in the five
planned fields in which there are
(1) Agricultural,
Fishery Production
Diversity and Increased; (2)
Economic and Employment
Opportunities Developed; (3) Em-
powerment of Local Communi-
ties; (4) Improved Physical Access
to Available Social

remarks,

Livestock, and
Intensified,

Amenities
and Market, Greater Access to
potable Water Supplies; (5) Safer

and Permanent Access to Arable
Land and Social Infrastructures.
The workshop on annual
achievements in 2009 and next
plan in 2010 was participated
by nearly 140 ECOSORN staff,
ECOSORN'’s contractors, and other
representatives from institutions
concerned. The participants dis-
cussed their past achievements
and challenges during the one-
year work, and find solutions in
the 13 target communes of six
districts of Moang Russei, Bovel,
Ratnak Modoul,
Sampoav Loun, and Rokakirri in

Koas Kralor,

Batambang provinceto find out
their strength and weakness for
effective in implementation in
year of 2010.

According to the workshop
results, the three-year project has
really responded to the farmers’
needs and the ECOSORN team is
more trying to strengthen capaci-
ty for sustainable work in all fields
for the future.

3 Technical Assistance Provided By www.vakakis.gr

alinwngia Susiniisninjono
Programme and Project Office, Siem Reap
Provincial Department of Agriculture

Wat Damnak Salakamroek, Siem Reap, Siem Reap Province
PO Box : 93241 Siem Reap Angkor

Tel : 063965478 - Fax : 063761 243

Email : siem.reap.office@ecosorn.org

website : www.ecosorn.org
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Project Office, Banteay Meanchey
Provincial Department of Agriculture

Village II, Kampong Svay, Sereysophorn, Banteay Meanchey Province

Tel/Fax
Email

: 054710344 - POBox : 105 Banteay Meanchey
: banteay.meanchey.office@ecosorn.org
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Project Office, Battambang

Provincial Department of Agriculture

National Road No.10, Damnak Luong, Wat Kor
Battambang, Battambang Province

P.O.Box : 404 BB
Tel : 053953534 - Fax : 053730398
Email : battambang.office@ecosorn.org
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Coordination Office, Phnom Penh

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
#200, Norodom Blvd, Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh
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Project Steering Committee

Suite  : #19-21, AIDOC building - Tel/Fax : 023 223 786
Email : phnom.penh.office@ecosorn.org
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